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funktion one

can you feel the force?

AENT I
ONE

Waiter Mirauer takes
a trip to Beare Green
to visit the Firm at
the Farm and finds
some very loud
speakers...

DES RES

It would be hard to imagine a more iran-
quil, or a greener, sefting in which to
design and build very loud speakers than
Funktion One's home, positioned where
the rolling, tree-clad Surrey Downs meli
into the meodows of Sussex. Tony
Andrews, the company’s founder, has
been comfortably ensconced there for
some tweanty years, more than twe
decades which have seen great chonges,
both in the business ond its products. It is
impaossible to tell the Funktion One story
withou! reference fo Turbosound, the
company which Tony first creafed to
build the new, exciting and different
products he and fellow enthusiast John

MNewsham felt that the concert and tour-
ing sector of the pra-oudie market so
desperately needed. Protected by
potents, and fuelled by o buoyant mor-
ketplace, the new venture tock off rapid-
ly, requiring new investment and man-
power and, inevitably acquiring o new
persona along the way. This also meant
adopting a different ethos along the way
which waos clearly o good one, good
enough fo sustain o company which
Harmon come fa view with envious ond
acquisitive eyes before eventually oban-
doning it lo its former manogement.
Such is life. It's o familiar enough sce-
narie, ond perhaps the maost significant
thing to emerge from it is thot Tony's &
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= design ond build team at
Funktion One is the some one he
started out with all these years ago.
The firm ot the Farm, as it is
known, is not here of Beare Green
for either the greenery, or | suspedt,
the beer. Those who, like Giuseppe
Verdi, cling to any kind of belief in
the forces of destiny will be relieved
to learn that Tony caome to loud-
speaker design from a Iraining in
geology, ond that therefore he haos
simply progressed from ene kind of
rock to anather, The design goals
for Funktion One's lotest range of
loudspeakers, RES 2, 3, 4, 5 and,
no doubt so on, may be prety
much the some as they were for
Flashlight ot its inception. High effi-
ciency, low distortion, better pattern
confrol, user friendly system archi-
tecture and ergonomics, oll of thesa
were and remain central precccu-
pations. The products have
changed in one sense anly in thot
they have just got better and better.
Prabably the worst possible expres-
sion of the protestant work ethic is

that ‘genius is the infinite copacily

maio2

for taking pains’. This self-flagella-

tory dociring has done both arls

ond sciences immeasurable harm
in equal measure. What happened
to loteral thinking, increasingly pre-
sented these doys os onarchy?
Would we have built oeroplanes if
there hod been no birds? At
Funktion One, there is o solid belief
thot technology is the servant of an,
which is the saurce of pleasure.
Here, minds are open, not closed,
hands are on, and not off, and
there are wider experiences from
which to leamn

Among the many milestones worthy
of menfion, one might single out
the early Glastonbury yeors and the
building of the Pyromid stoge, the
Dire Stroits tour of the mid ‘80s
which catopulted the speakers to
worldwide exposure and occlaim,
the launch of the first Axhead mod-
els, and more recenlly, Funktion
One's invalverment in the
Millennium Dome, one of thot pro-
ject’s few successes. The latesi pro-
ject for Tery and the team of

Furkfion One is to design and

build @ new stadium sound systerm

for |pswich Town's football ground.
It will, of course, be Premier
League. As an oficionado of house
music, by which he ond | both
mean the abandaned party stuff
rather thon the rop crap or the
technobabble, it should surprise no

one to find Tony's gear in some

prefty hordcore clubs, courtesy, in
their different styles, of contraciors
like Keleo, and long-time mate Paul
Smith’s The Music Company, who
specified it for First Leisura’s Works
in Nettingham, where the Asheods
of the RES 4's slica thraugh the
organic soup thot collects over the

dancefloor in fine shyle. &
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FTEDH IN THE

& The success of Tony's designs has,
over many years attracted both
odmirers and, inevitably, imitotors.
This is not olways as flatiering os the
proverb would have us believe, and
he admits to a sense of unease
about il. This is largely because the
worst case scenorio about copying
preducts is thot the copy is not o
good one. This dumps on the con-
cepi and the technology os a whole,
leading the less astute to make the
assumplion that, if the execution is
bad, then so is the technology
behind it. Colloborations ore anoth-
ar matar, and Funktion One
already have a good one under
their bell, in the shape of their liai-
son with Tannoy, Other effarts in
this direction have proved frustrot.
ing, in the sense that, if you have
already solved a problem that
someone else is still groppling with,
it is dispiriting to see the seed caost
an the stony ground of the "not
invented here’ syndrome, so
beloved of large corporations. The
door is however still ajor, if not flung

wide open,
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A PATENT SUCCESS
Developments in loudspeaker tech-
nology and in associcted hordware
seldom lake ploce af the same
pace, or within the same fime
frome. So it is that, over the years,
speakers haove somehimes been
aheod of hardware, and vice versa.
Listening to the RES 5's down of the
Farm the cther day, | was powerfully
persuaded that the right products
might, for once hove arrived togeth-
er, and at the right time. The extra-
ordinary dlority of these speakers
would make the perfed demonstra-
tion vehicle for the awesome copa-
bilities of the very latest digital for-
mal, Superdudio (54) CD, The dro-
matic impact of this new technology
would be lessened, or in some cases
completely lost, if played through
speakers which could not reproduce
it fully. That would be more thon o
shame, it would be a tragedy. Tony
Andrews is very far from being a
tragic anorak, driven by a ceniral
obsession, and neither is he o
hphead with a gift for posturing.
Rather, he is a dedicated practition-

er who is mature enough to realise
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A RESoLUmoN 5 CLUSTER WiTH A F-2 18 mass AT
Lonoon's Docxanes ARena LAST New YEAR FOR THE
EVENT FEATURING LEFTFIELD AND ORBITAL

that, to do good work, you have to

know, 1o feel and to experience a
world beyond it. It's the stuff of
progress, and that's whot mokes
patents. It's the force behind
Funktion One, and that's what
mokes products. @

links: www.lunklion-one.com



